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- A Spike Unleashed, Koln, Al-Kamel Verlag, 1993.
- Various articles in English published in American and British Journais.
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LE CARNAVAL DE LA POESIE ET LA PRISON DU
QUOTIDIEN*

Samira AGHACY

L’auteur souligne la grande disparité qui existe entre les con-
traintes de la vie au quotidien et la liberté poétique. Seule la poésie lui
permet de plonger en son étre et d’exprimer désirs, sentiments et fan-
tasmes sans embarras aucun. Libérée du temps et de [’espace, elle
peut accuser [’homme, la société et son éducation pour toutes les con-
traintes qui [’emprisonnent et 'empéchent de s’ exprimer. Ainsi crée-t-
elle un « Carnaval » méme en pleine tourmente durant la guerre au
Liban, en composant des vers. Et c’est en poésie qu’elle conquiert sa
liberté.

T HE CARNIVAL OF POETRY AND THE PRISON-HOUSE
OF FACTS**

The paper deals with the discrepancy between the limitations im-
posed by facts and the freedom created by poetry :

* Version originale en langue arabe p. Yo
** The original Arabic version p. Yo

34



Samira Aghacy

Because I believe that it is better to write of what you know rather
than of what you don’t know, my poetry deals with personal and sub-
Jective issues. I find that art is the only means by which I can enter
into the depths of my feelings and thoughts and write about them with-
out fear or embarrassment. In art I can talk about what happened,or
what appears to have happened, without any inhibition. In poetry, I
am an a-historical being, and I can afford to be as free as possible. In
art, I can afford to blame it all on the other, the repressive male, so-
ciety, my upbringing etc.

But in life it is a different story. In real life the carnival is neither
accepted nor taken seriously. In life, I am put in a situation where I
have to tell the truth, to tell exactly what happened. But as the pro-
tagonist in L.P. Hartley’s The Go Between puts it, the past is a « for-
eign country ». How can one ever reproduce it and claim this is the
truth ? The past can only be remembered in relation to the present.
Therefore it is difficult to be fair to the other for one always sees this
other in relation to oneself. Since the past is only the butt of the
present, who knows what really happened ?
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