Abstracts

Francoise collin
""Being feminine™ of the masculine in the contemporary philosophy

The feminine becoming of the masculine in contemporary philosophy Since the Greeks, Philosophy
has been an exclusively masculine discipline.The masculine has always been identified with the
human .

Nevertheless, the development of feminism at the end of the twentieth century has led to the
reassessment of the feminine and its appropriation by men. One can notice this both in Deleuze's
and Derrida’'s work, although in different forms, as well as in Lacan's psychoanalytical thought. The
concepts of the 'Undecidable’ or 'Difference’ (with an 'a’) therefore replace phallocentrism or
‘phallogocentrism’ (Derrida).Under the pressure of homosexual movements, the ‘trouble’ within
gender, as stated by Judith Butler, claims thereafter to replace the 'double’ of the sexes, without
hurting though in the facts their persistent hierarchy.

Chawki Azouri
Hysteria is a speech

To think of distinguishing male hysteria from female hysteria is only a facility of language
(especially in the languages that distinguish between the masculine and the feminine). But this
facility of language hardly hides that it is crossed by an ideology, which is nothing but that of the
established order, whatever the period. It’s obvious that the speech of the master is used to nourish
this ideology. Even the psychoanalysts fall into it. Indeed, if one threw a glance on the totality of
the articles, books or conferences, clinical and theoretical, one could notice that hysteria is always
taken as a feminine notion. Authors always find it necessary to justify to the reader their use of the
feminine grammatical form to talk about hysteria.

However the great step taken by Jacques Lacan was to define hysteria as a speech, a speech
which is part of the only four existing speeches: the speech of the Master, that of the academic, the
speech of the hysterical and finally the analytical speech (new comer since Freud stopped talking to
let hysteria speak). The place that Lacan gave to the hysterical speech is located between the speech
of the Master and the analytical one. What shows well, on the evidence of clinical experiment, that
hysteria, for more than one hundred years, and for the first time in the history of humanity, has the
choice between submitting and rebelling unceasingly against the speech of the master or producing
“herself” a signifiant, signifiant-Master, word which will make of hysteria an author, whatever the
discipline where this author tries to produce.

Anicée EI’Amine

Des Hommes dans la “Tempéte”

Pour aborder la thématique de la mutation du masculin, j’ai choisi les séries télévisees, comme
champ d’exploration de I’imaginaire médiatique dans sa forme la plus populaire.

Le corpus se limite au feuilleton Des femmes dans la tempéte de 161 épisodes projeté a I’écran de
téléLiban durant I’année 1998 apres la guerre civile (1975-1989).

Etant psychanalyste, je me suis mise a I'écoute sans idées précongues. Au fur et & mesure du
déroulement des événements, les traits du profil des personnalités se reconstituent progressivement
au sein d’une dynamique relationnelle propre a chaque structure sociale.



Tout d’abord la structure patriarcale ou la dynamique relationnelle inter et intra familiale est
soutenue par I’exercice d’une violence morale, physique et sexuelle des péres ainsi que des fils.
Dans un second temps, et dans I’aprés- guerre, ce sont les institutions et les maisons pauvres a
Beyrouth qui sont décrites (commerce, journalisme, banque et cabinet d’avocats. etc.). Cet état de
faits traduit un mécanisme autoritaire et une gérance personnalisée avec une violence masquée des
hommes responsables de ces institutions et qui s’acharnent pour s’approprier I’héritage familial en
dehors de toute éthique. Parallelement, il y a des individus modernes qui prénent I’égalité et le
respect de I’autre.

La deuxiéme génération qui découle de ces maisons pauvres est désorientée. Les gargons sont
faibles ou déprimés faute du manque de soutien du NOM du PERE. Les filles cherchent a
s’affirmer par tatonnement, faute d’un modele féminin a suivre. Les modeéles les plus classiques
coexistent avec ceux des plus modernes

Ce feuilleton constitue un cadre d’ouverture pour des recherches ultérieures tant sociales que
cliniques dans la diversité des images féminines et masculines.

Melhem Chaoul

Masculinité, La Domination, La négation féministe, L'errance.
Approche sociologique.

L’article traite en deux grandes parties la question de la crise de la masculinité percue a
partir de I’approche sociologique. La premiére partie expose a partir du travail de Pierre Bourdieu la
déconstruction de la domination masculine et les expériences tant théoriques que pratiques vécues
par les femmes en lutte contre un pouvoir.

La seconde partie expose les courants actuels étudiés par les sociologues, notamment celui
de «la réaction » anti féministe, de la Iégitimité du discours critique et celui de la recherche de
I’identité masculine.

Amal Grami
La structure ébranlée de la ""domination masculine"

La réaction masculine dans le monde Arabe et Islamique vis-a-vis du féminisme qui a fort influencé
les structures sociologiques, politiques, juridiques et culturelles, a différé d'un pays a l'autre. Elle
n'a pas pris la forme d'un mouvement ou d'une organisation militante, comme en Occident, par
contre elle apparut dans le discours de la religion. En effet, nous avons vu ces dernieres années se
déferler a la telévision, aux syndicats et ordres et dans les établissements religieux des hommes
défendant la "Sharia" (Iégislation religieuse), la famille et les roles conventionnels, essayant de
mettre limite a I'ambition des femmes laquelle, soi-disant, "menace la nation™.

A étudier de prés la question, on decouvre que les vrais desseins de ceux qui essaient de
s'approprier le discours traditionnel ne visent pas a défendre les "constantes”, mais plutdt a
conserver les priviléges gratuits des hommes, et a perpétuer le discours de la domination masculine
ou les autres masculinités seraient marginaliseés...

Jadis, la domination masculine était satisfaite, n'ayant aucun besoin de se prononcer ou de se
défendre. Mais les mutations modernes ont motivé des chercheurs qui se sont vus contraints de
remettre en question les valeurs du masculin et de I'hnomme moderne plus précisément.



Michel Gueldry
Neoliberalism, cultural wars, and the conflict of masculinity in USA

This article investigates the connection between contemporary capitalism and the crisis of
masculinity in the United States. It shed light on the interconnection between, on the one hand,
alienating modes of capitalistic production, consumption and labor organization and, on the
other end, a pervasive sense of disposession and isolation among American males, which
triggers Angst, violence and other forms of antisocial behavior.

This article also explores the representation of masculinity in U.S. popular culture,
especially cinema. It highlights the discrepancy between the male social and economic experience,
often marked by competitiveness, boredom, isolation, powerlessness and futility, and the cinematic
representation of male experience, articulated around fantasies of withdrawal, revenge, blodshed
and heroic myths of malehood.

ABSTRACT ZAKARIA BATTY

DEPRESSION IN MEN

In response to calls for much needed research on the relation between gender role conflict and therapy
or counselling (Cournoyer & Mahalik, 1995), this study examined the relation between gender role
conflict and the types of therapy that men prefer for the treatment of depression, comparing men
scoring high and low on the gender role conflict scale. The study also examined whether exposure of
men reporting high or low gender role conflict to either emotion-focused or thought-focused therapy
through the use of a counselling video influences subsequent preference for type of therapy, and the
role of coping as a mediator in the relationship between gender role conflict and therapy preference.
Furthermore, the study examined traditional men’s perspectives on therapy focussing in particular on
issues inherent in living with the experience of depression: coping with depression, seeking help for
depression, and the barriers to seeking help. The central aim of the thesis was to examine how to make
psychological services more appealing to men who have experienced depression.

The results of stage one suggested that the participants who are high on gender role conflict prefer
biomedical therapies/medical services (e.g., medication) more than men who score low on the
gender role conflict scale. The results also revealed that both high and low gender role conflicted
men ranked modality of therapy first in importance, accessibility second and length of therapy third,
and focused on the therapist’s professional characteristics, such as the experience level, more than
on the demographic traits of the therapists (e.g. age, race, ethnicity).

The results of stage two suggested that exposure of gender role conflicted men to emotion or
thought focused therapy affected the participants’ subsequent preferences for therapies. Coping was
found to mediate the relations between gender role conflict and therapy preferences, with task
coping was significantly related to the three favoured therapies, biomedical, behavioural and
psychoanalytical.

The results of the last stage of the research revealed several issues associated with depression in
men high on gender role conflict. The men reported that the psychosocial stressors associated with
their depression are unemployment, financial hardship, failure, social loss and lack of family
support. Results also showed that men have difficulties in initiating the help-seeking process, and
they prefer to cope with depression on their own, through avoidance or problem solving coping, but
not emotional coping. Men’s socialization to fear emotionality, to conceal vulnerability and to be
independent was identified as the greatest barrier to seeking help. Establishing rapport and trust was
reported to be a central matter in seeking help. The men reported that in order to gain trust and
maintain it, the help provider should show them kindness, respect for their independence, security,
empathy, have unconditional positive regard and genuineness in talking and listening.

Overall the current research revealed insights into men’s experience of depression, their therapy
preferences, their coping strategies, the physical and psychosocial barriers that deter them from



seeking help, and many practical suggestions for possible interventions to help men cross the
barriers and open up. It is concluded that understanding the traditional men, their socialisation and
its impact on depression, on the man’s help-seeking behaviour and attitudes, is certainly needed to
assist in meeting the needs of men and to influence the transformation of traditional men.

CARMEN BOUSTANY
The mutation of masculinity in the literal space

Through a Romanesque corpus belonging to men and women, the research questions the
modification of masculinity starting from representation of the characters and their common
relationship to the literal space, highlighting the symbolic violence, “a soft violence” taken as a
standard model representing the masculine dominance that seems to be on a decline today. The man
is no longer considered in-vivo and in literature as a reference, as the sun that is vital for life.
Through his feminization, he is more and more approaching this “dark continent”, as Freud used to
qualify women. The modalities of feminine / masculine cleavage are mutating and we have the
impression “it is moving”. The symbolic is undermined in its representations.

Anne-Marie Houdebine-Gravaud
Evolution of masculine image and its constancies.

From the man -leader (*p-ter of the Sanskrit, always pater familias and dominus, to the
overprotective father (papa-poule in French or papa-kangaroo), statutes, social roles of men and
their relationships with women have evolved; as mental and social representations ; while ancient
and so sexist pictures resist.

Through linguistic, semantic, semiotic/semiological and ideological analysis, this paper presents
this evolution and its implication of transformation and circonstancy in the social and_cultural
imaginary, concerning relationships between the two sexes (analysis of idiomatic expressions,
metaphors, conflicts, types of jobs, and for exemple kind of toys for children who always
demonstrate these sexual and hierarchical distinctions).

Hoda Sadda
L'homme moderne: lecture des ceuvres de certains avanguardistes de la Renaissance Arabe

La personnalité de la "femme moderne" a attiré les chercheurs/ses a cause de sa place centrale dans
le discours national, d'abord en tant que symbole signifiant dans la construction de I'état moderne, et
en tant que critere essentiel a la mesure du processus de la modernisation, ignorant de ce fait les
représentations culturelles de "I'homme moderne", ce que cette recherche se propose d'analyser.

On a tant parlé de la femme "moderne"”, mais jamais personne n'a mentionné I'homme "moderne”,
ce qui remet en question la création de la terminologie. Alors que la représentation du féminin au
début du vingtieme siécle n'a été en fait qu'une réflexion du soi, et un essai pour déterminer la
masculinité, nous assumons que, effectivement, ce qui a été étudié au nom de la femme dans
I'espace textuel arabe, touche la plupart du temps le sujet de I'hnomme.



Hind al Soufi
CONSTANTES ET VARIABLES DE L"ICONIQUE DU MASCULIN

L'étude propose une interprétation des représentations du masculin dans I'art moderne. La
premiére partie expose un apercu historique de I'art occidental, en insistant sur la période
moderne, et principalement la phase contemporaine et postmoderne. Une structuration des
caractéristiques spécifiques quant a la représentation du masculin cléture cette premiére
partie et démontre que le nu et surtout le nu féminin pour le regard de I'homme constitue un
objet de I'art occidental par excellence, ainsi que le voyeurisme, la peur de la castration, les
déviations sexuelles, les fantasme et I'homosexualité. Ces caractéristiques sont toujours
valides bien que remises en question grace au discours féministe et homosexuel.

La deuxiéme partie concerne le masculin dans l'art arabe moderne et contemporain. Un
apercu historique ouvre la polémique sur l'esthétique du voile caractéristique des
représentations de la miniature islamique. Entre virilité et masculinité les représentations de
I'amoureux, du savant et du héros présentent des spécificités semblables. Par contre
I'évolution moderne révele une influence occidentale dénotative, qui délaisse le
mysticisme du passé et dévoile certains problemes spécifiques a savoir I'impuissance de la
masculinité, la reproduction du systéme patriarcal et la négligence du domaine de l'art de la
part du discours féministe.

Le masculin decoré, terme emprunté a Suzan Faludi, caractérise I'hnomme contemporain. En
effet, les mutations du travail du domaine industriel au domaine des services et de
I'informatique, a changé la stature de I'ouvrier, de plus, le pére n'arrive pas a donner a son
fils un idéal qu'erroné de la masculinité de jadis basé sur I'idéal du guerrier et du héros... Ce
qui a fait dire a un producteur de cinéma: a défaut d'un idéal masculin, je choisis Merrill
strip comme ideéal, elle a le courage, la réussite...

Annie Richard

Father-son: the spiritual in heritage monopole

What happens to the «eternal masculine » presented by Freud as an anthropological law and
promoted to sacred status by Lacan with the “Name of the Father” whose preeminent civilizing role
was passed on from Father to Son, when confronted with today’s “eternal feminine”?

At this very time when our changing societies are blurring the boundaries between the sexes, are we
not witnessing an insidious return of the old ways through words and actions favouring the Son as
the Father’s spiritual heir?

The contemporary creative production of two members of a family of greek origin, the Prassinos
family, the brother and sister, Mario and Gisele, refers back to that recently attacked if not
demolished patriarchal dogma. In the Prassinos family context, the Father’s crumbling pedestal
appears to stand firm in its paradoxical permanence, brilliance, emotion, humour even, precisely as
the Daughter emerges within the intellectual and artistic sphere heretofore considered as the
exclusive territory of Lysander, the Father, and his Son.



Jean Said Makdisi
Masculinity and Leadership in Some Egyptian Films

This paper examines five Egyptian films whose heroes are in leadership positions to try to identify
what masculine qualities are emphasized, idealized, and put up for the admiration of the viewers. Of
the five films two are fictional ( sira" fi al nil, directed by Atef Salem) and fi baytuna rajul
(directed by Barakat), two are docu-dramas based on the lives of Anwar Sadat and Gamal Abdel
Nasser respectively,( ayyam al sadat and Nasser 56) and a satirical theatrical comedy by the
popular Adel Imam ( al zaim).

Surprisingly all five of the films eschew the normal presentation of macho masculinity, with
its emphasis on sexual prowess and physical strength, and present instead an idealized masculinity
which praises modesty, intelligence, self-control, kindness, gentleness without in the least
sacrificing the notion that masculinity includes virility and sexual attraction. The idealized hero in
all these films controls his surroundings and his fate not by physical means (although he knows
very well how to employ physicality) but by the moral qualities of understanding, human sympathy,
and intellectual depth. Though he has powerful emotions, he never loses control of them, but
masters them, channelling their power into helping to create and protect the general good. As a
leader this is precisely his main function.

Mohamad Soueid
Péres et fils du Cinéma égyptien...

Le duetto légendaire du beau jeune homme et de belle dame n'a pas fini d'étre au chceur des intéréts
du cinéma arabe. Parler de paternité et de maternité fut reléguée aux réles secondaires et honorée
par des caracteres tels que Abdel Wareth Asar et Amina Rizk.

Cette lecture se propose de définir l'influence du pére dans la constitution psychique du héros
principal du film et de I'héroine, de percevoir leur conduite psychosociale, et du coup de relever les
changements qu'ils subissent, pour les voir de nouveau retomber dans le systéme du pouvoir et de la
domination masculine.

Watfa Hamadeh

LA MASCULINITE ET LA PATERNITE

CETTE ETUDE TRAITE UNE PROBLEMATIQUE DE LA  RELATION ENTRE
MASCULANITE ET PATERNITE DANS LA FAMILLE NUCLEAIRE ,D'APRES LE
TRILOGUE DE NAJIB MAHFOUZ ET LE TEXTE THEATRAL" LA MAISON DE BARNADA
ALBA "DE L' ECRIVAIN ESPAGNOL FEDERICO GARCIA LORCA, , OU IL VISE LE
POUVOIR SOUS SES ASPECTS DIVERS :POLITIQUE ET MASCULIN QUI SE
REPRODUIT PAR LA FEMME \MERE \PERE.

ET AUSSI , CETTE ETUDE MET EN VALEUR LA MUTATION DE LA DEUXIEME
GENERATION ( DES FILS) ,ET QUI  SINCARNE DANS DEUX ASPECTS
INTELLECTUELS ET CORPORELS.

Marleine Naser
Leur Masculinité: Aux sceurs de mon école



L’auteur analyse son expérience dans une école de religieuses au Liban, ou des valeurs et
attitudes viriles, propres a un monde masculin , étaient inculquées aux éleves, au détriment de
comportements  féminins traditionnels dominants dans leur milieu social et familial. Elle
reconstruit de mémoire les formes d’autorité exercées par les religieuses qui se sont succédées
dans la direction de I’école, et montre qu’elles empruntent aux modeéles d’autorité masculine:
patriarchale traditionnelle, charismatique virile et bureaucratique moderne.

Rafif Sidawi
Honor and Changes in Masculinity

This study discusses changes in masculinity and its relation to honor, beginning from the family,
specifically teenagers. The study was based on three focus groups that included male teenagers aged
between 14 and 18. The focus group sessions aimed to find out their opinions about honor and
specifically the female’s honor, the male’s honor, and extramarital relations. These discussions
revealed typical ideas teenagers have about gender roles. The most significant is their belief that
they are guardians of women’s honor which led us to the conclusion that the masculine dominates
the concept of women’s honor and is associated to women’s behavior, specifically their sexual
behavior. This is the case despite the noticeable changes in masculine values, the modern values
that men seem to have adopted, in addition to their more “feminine” lifestyles.

Fadia Hoteit
Antara, the noble knight in masculine space

This study is concerned with the biography of ‘Antar ibn Cheddad, as he represents a popular
conscience that is still in force today in constructing a part of our conceptions and attitudes. The
study shows the most important character traits of *Antar as presented by his biography, and finds
them to be: youth, power and tenacity, the protection of women, the defense of honor, altruism,
chivalry, the devotion to the lover, the love of poetry, the fineness of feelings, generosity, modesty,
elegance. On the other side, the study presents what a number of young women remember about
‘Antar’ and finds the attributes of lover and poet to be the most prevalent. Comparing ‘Antar’s
personality with the modern model of masculinity in Lebanon as presented by researches, the study
concludes that ‘Antar was less macho than the modern masculine model presupposes. It argues that
the separation between the two sexes that prevailed in the times of *Antar made for less separated
and opposed gender models than is the case today when the disappearance of social boundaries has
reinforced psychological boundaries between the sexes.

Nader SRAGE
L’image de I’homme dans les proverbes populaires

Cette étude se propose la présentation de I’image de I’homme dans les proverbes populaires arabes.
Dans cet objectif nous essaierons de répondre aux questions suivantes :

- Quelle est la place réelle accordée a I’lhomme dans ce domaine riche et fortement
expressif?

- Comment la linguistique et la psychanalyse se complétent-elles afin d'éclaircir les
conduites de I’individu dans une société donnée ?

- La culture populaire contribue-t-elle & dresser une image de supériorité du méale macho,
armé d'une virilité positivement reconnue ?



A travers cette étude, nous avons relaté les différentes fonctions relatives au male dans nos
traditions orales et en particulier les proverbes populaires provenant des divers pays arabes. Et
comme nous le verrons, I’image de I’homme ne peut pas étre traitée isolement de celle de la femme,
car ils constituent, tous les deux, les pdles de la société.

Le proverbe populaire est un énoncé qui se suffit a lui-méme. Son message est connu pour
sa facilit¢ a étre transmis. C’est un moyen d’expression exhaustif qui a vu le jour dans les
témoignages de la vie communautaire. Les gens s’en servaient pour leurs sermons, leurs dictions de
sagesse et méme leurs plaisanteries. Le proverbe se caractéerise par sa dynamique. Il est, en outre,
utile & la vie quotidienne.

Qui en use ? Quand ? Et pourquoi ? Quelles sont ses fonctions les plus importantes ? Et
comment peut-on adapter ses principes selon les circonstances ? Le proverbe appartient a la
communauté ; c’est en fait elle qui I’a créé. 1l constitue, avec d’autres composantes culturelles
populaires, une source et un patrimoine riches dont s’inspirent aussi bien les anciens et le commun
des mortels, que les responsables et les leaders, ainsi que 1’élite sociale et politique.

Ainsi, le proverbe a-t-il plusieurs fonctions, chacune d’entre elles sert le but de son
utilisateur.

Par ailleurs, le proverbe n’est pas issu du neant, il ne peut étre percu en marge de son
contexte. Ainsi, si un proverbe critique un événement particulier ou une expérience humaine
spécifique, il finit par en étre I’interprétation et parfois méme, la synthése. L’événement est alors
relaté dans un jargon populaire.

Le concept du proverbe est ainsi diversifié : on y trouve des contradictions, des
complémentarités et des similitudes. L’esprit de contradiction peut apparaitre dans les
dictons. Toutefois, la comparaison entre les différentes versions reste limitée en raison des
différentes périodes historiques ou ces dictions apparaissent.

Les proverbes sont ainsi le reflet d’une mentalité collective versatile. Tout en reflétant des
réalités de la vie quotidienne et confirmant des faits, ils sont en quelque sorte une échappatoire qui
nous permet de nous défouler dans la pression de la société et de nous défendre en s’en servant.

Abstract Hosn Abboud
The Masculinity of Argileh and the Blurring of Boundaries between the Private and
Public

This study shows how the masculinity of the Argileh is crossing boundaries between the
public and private.

The writer visited two types of cafés, the internal traditional and the external modern, which
are spreading everywhere from the mall to the street, from seashore to the recently flattened
southern suburbs of Beirut. The way youth are consuming argileh, an old popular folkloric habit, is
closely tied to the patriarchal system of the past, thus changing the image of masculinity and men’s
values. Although men are learning to share this public space with women, at the same time, they are
blurring the boundaries between public and private, masculinity and femininity, and health and
consumerism.



Huda Taleb Srage
Visualizing Masculinity and its Symbolism:
The stamps of the Arab World as a case Study

Small things can start us off in new ways of thinking. A well-known question in
communication theory asks "Who/ says what/ in what channel/ to whom/ with what effects / by
means of what symbols?" The channel, in this case study, is postage stamps.

The postal vignette has surpassed its main functions (name of the issuing country, value,
etc...). It has developed formal structure with figures, events, and ideologies. Furthermore it
diversifies symbols in the form of graphic representations, which can be infinitely varied and thus
interpreted. The postal object becomes, in this way, an iconic object and, it is in this precise sense, it
that will by studied.

Although Philately in the Arab World has never been regarded as a scholar discipline, an
acute research has been conducted approaching the Stamps of the Arab World starting off from
their coming into existence until today (1865-2007). Seeking the features of Masculinity, the stamps
are being studied as a medium that reflected the political- ideological processes that have occurred
during the last 120 years.

The examination of 19000 stamps issued in 19 Arab Countries delivered more than 1000
stamps as a case study to trace the visual representation of desired muscularity.

Most importantly, this paper states the outcome of the various readings and conclusions of
the study, indicating the fields that masculinity and its symbols that were revealed in the depictured
stamps. The paper also traces the diversity of personalized images between Masculine and Feminine
and stylized persons.



