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Abstract

Tunisian Women and the Revolution:
Expectations, Challenges and Stakes

Amal Grami

Since the beginning of the Tunisian Revolution, which saw an exceptional
participation of women, Tunisian women had dreams and expectations that their status
would be improved, that the Code of Personal Status would be amended to reflect
their aspirations for the achievement of effective equality and full citizenship. However,
the transition process brought about myriads of challenges that made women deeply
concerned with their achieved rights and facing forms of physical, verbal and especially
symbolic violence. They sought to organize themselves seeking to prove their ability
to resist and to invent new resistance strategies. Part one of this research identifies
the forms of regression and multiple forms of violence targeting women that emerged
in Tunisian society (the large number of visiting preachers advocating women hate,
marginalization, denying women's participation in the Revolution, sex Jihad, face veil
(nigab), veiling young girls and depriving girls of education...). Part two analyzes
the reactions of Tunisian women regarding these changes and their views regarding
provisions in the draft constitution that do not account for their full rights, namely
the forms of resistance adopted by women and the methods they used in developing
strategies. The last part analyzes the impact of these changes on women's movement in
Tunisia, their situation, status, gender relations and their views of the future in the light
of these challenges.

Keywords: Tunisian women; gender; women’s resistance; feminist movement; Arab
spring; Tunisian revolution; Tunisia.
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