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Abstract

The Middle-East Region is presently known throughout the World for its ongoing
political and military conflicts. Since 1948, the region has witnessed many forms of
confrontations, but recent ones found new strategic orientations with the development
of Web access and literacy, among local populations. Increase in networks speeds
and democratization of Internet connections since 2005 created new opportunities
for online mobilization and information warfare. Organized and efficient usage of
Online Social Media platforms has altered the political landscape in many countries
of the region, during the 2009 - 2011 periods now called the Arab Spring! To clearly
evaluate what is really going on in these new zones requires a clarification of several
misunderstandings in definitions of information warfare and cyberwarfare. This paper
offers methodological directions to identify actions and measure their impact in the
specific context of the Web. Research on infowar on the Web is still at an early stage
and the question of the true nature of information warfare actions that target the Web
needs to be answered at both conceptual and methodological levels.

Keywords: Information warfare; Web; Middle-East; players; emerging player;
asymmetric war; Gaza Strip; Arab spring; Web Science.
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Abstract

The Yemeni Woman:
From Marginalization to Revolution

Mona Yehya El-Mahakery

There is no doubt women in Yemen played an important role in the protests of
2011, and certainly fear, as a psychological barrier, collapsed when groups of women
left their homes to demonstrate in the squares of change. Women s participation in the
demonstrations and their calls for the fall of the regime mark the first time in history
that women of Yemen go public.

The ghost of the civil war and fear of sectarian fighting explain why women were
scared in such a socially divided and economically weak society as Yemen. Women who
sought a peaceful resolution and transition of the regime were considered allies of the
Ben Ali regime. Thus, they were not considered among the participants in the squares
and were neglected by the local and international media as well as observers. During
this critical period, political participation was a priority for educated urban women,
although the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2014 called on all parties
«to secure the protection of women and children, to empower womemnss contribution in
conflict resolution, and to encourage all parties to facilitate, in full capacity, the gender
equality on the level of making of decisions.» Similarly, the Gulf countries) initiative
confirmed womenys participation during the transitional period. Most women, however,
realized that they were marginalized. In addition to the lack of trust in the traditional
parties, women felt that the conflicting political sides would only agree on the political
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exclusion of women.

1t is clear that the participation of women in the squares did not contribute to
formulating demands for change nor to the adoption of progressive slogans about the
emancipation of women.

In general, the conflicting parties on the Yemeni political scene, the regime
or the opposition, successfully exploited women as was always the case before the
parliamentary elections. This transitional phase confirms that not one single party
believes in the participation of women in decision-making and women have remained
under male political leadership. Further, women and children were exploited to attract
the international community for funding and womenys work in the squares included
preparing food and bread, nursing, and fundraising; such roles by women are
considered traditional and tied with the provision of care not leadership. Women in
Yemen are still far from reaching the position of decision-makers, whereby the political
decision of making war or peace remains a mamns decision par excellence.

This paper presents a critical reading of the political participation of women in
Yemen during the revolution.

Keywords: Revolution; Yemen; women; change.
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