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Abstract

Terrorism, resistance and gender imaginary
in Cairo Graffiti

Mona Abaza
Translated and designed by Huda Taleb

The issue of women's empowerment continues to be of paramount significance in
determining the future of the incomplete Arab revolutions. Numerous scholars, activists,
and feminists have commented with concern about the precarious position of women
after the contagious revolutions, which started in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. Many have
expressed anxiety that the controversial gender issue in the Middle East will dominate
the coming years, as even Christian leaders transmit Islamists’ pressure on women to
dress «more modestly» to their communities. Others have remarked that misogynist
attitudes are observable today across the post-revolutionary Arab states, because the
Islamists in power have revealed themselves to be agents of an «Islamic neoliberaly
ideology that works hand in hand with constraining measures regarding women. These
observers have pointed to various shocking acts that all converge in one direction: the
targeting of women s bodies. This article attempts to weave a text on the recent changes
pertaining to gender issues and politics in Egypt with the flowering art of graffiti that
has filled the streets of Cairo.

Keywords: Graffiti; protesting women; gender; Egypt; Arab revolutions; woman’s
body.
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Lauren E. Bohn and Omnia Al El Desoukie, «Christians in Egypt: A storm within the (32)
storm» Via Global Post, by—excerpt, Egypt, 05/24/2012.

http://azzasedky.typepad.com/egypt/2012/05/christians-in-egypt-a-storm-within-the-storm.
html

284



Wl e 5 Sl ST 5 4y sal) )5 1 bl uaail) TIT ) 5

(33)

028 Jlasl o oy 3 AL Joons B 8 o

o el s Ml b sl 0,81 Cratie b sl 1 O sleall Bled golanal s 3]
aT,uu)de,m;;g;:gsm.a;wl@usﬁ.isﬁwwuw%wmuswu&
Sl L BLAls 2L gl AN I 5 S0 s 025 5 15,801 b Bl Ao liS & )l
\:jﬂsj.l.zl.gﬁ}i»j«JS...‘.;J\‘._§>J‘}J»)L&imd}wow&bsawleiﬁiw)mjscﬁﬁ))
.[«@JJ\J."-‘;:OT@B.JYil;ﬁawjllw.uéid&»sﬂg.ﬂ\

210 Loy jeaadl 5 80l 2l — Cazgs Ol (33)
Bl e el gl s Keizer ;518 0L

285





