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Abstract

Discourse of Objection: “Dégage» as a prototype

Nader Sraj

This paper tackles the phenomenon of the clause equivalent, a one—word statement
that functions as a word and formulates a highly significant, semantically condensed
verbal clause. This paper studies the imperative clause equivalent “Irhal” — leave. It
reflects in its single unit and tenor the state of the rebellious youth calling for change.
The addressee is in effect the oppressive ruler whom the Arab revolutionary activists
have demanded to depart immediately from power and the country along with his party
and family. In this study we tried to locate the linguistic formula of ousting within the
sarcastic protest discourse. We examined the different signifiers used to epitomize this
idea. Adapting this concept to one of the possible realms of both the speaker and the
recipient, and knowing the possible contexts for its use, is in fact similar to the processes
of understanding, assimilating, and the ability to relate. This is what we noticed in the
numerous expressions derived from this initial expression. The Arab youth excelled
in reducing the signification of this clause equivalent to a political act for change,
transposing this expressive type from the authoritarian lexicon to the de facto lexicon.
The linguistic and cultural contexts for the use of “Irhal” and its colloquial equivalents
show that the originator of this verb, the conditions of its creation, the identities of its
recipients and those to whom the demand to leave was addressed differed from country
to country. This diversification followed the evolutionary stages of the pronunciation of
that these messages went through.

Keywords: Arab revolutions; Arab youth; protest discourse; clause equivalent;
Egyptian people; bricolage; linguistics.
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