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Abstract

“Arab Spring» Cinema: A Critical View

Ibrahim al-Ariss

Cinema and Literary Critic

Where Arab cinemas stand almost four years since the Arab Spring began?
Thousands of shots have been taken during the Arab Spring’s events, and tens of films
were composed from such shots. Many films were shot in Egypt, Tunisia and Syria
— these are some key Arab Spring countries — while many cinema festivals around
the globe, probably more than Arab festivals, consecrated detailed or partial events
for “The Arab Spring Cinema,” as they called it. Does this mean that we've got a
comprehensive or semi—comprehensive cinematic context reflecting filmmakers’ views
about these events and their details and meanings? Also, can we say that the volatile
Arab political events, which were at the core of the Arab Spring, gave birth to artistic,
including cinematic products? After seeing many of the films made, including some
with seemingly acceptable artistic, expressive and intellectual levels, it’s not logical to
say that answer can be yes. The Arab revolutionary cinema was born from the womb
of Arab events, both satisfying and frightening. What has been achieved and become
popular, receiving some applause, some acceptance and some denunciation, can be
described as a cinema about revolution, following and commenting about events. A
revolutionary cinema, verbatim, still has to wait. Once it arises, it will certainly know
how to create additional awareness that will play a key role in supporting the Arab
Spring with an additional spring, an awareness spring without which the promised
Arab Spring will not be complete.

Keywords: Arab Spring; Cinema; Cinematic Integrated Text; Revolutionary
Cinema; Arab revolutions.
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