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Abstract

The body as a vessel and an actor of revolutions

Mona Fayad

This paper deals with the subject of the body as a vessel for the revolution and
an active actor on the field, initiating from its «movement» which is embodied in space
and causing great transformation in its being, its own progression and to the reality.
Revolution is the act of an anger—full protest. The act of protesting implies the existence
of two opposing forces or contrasting dynamics within a material and realistic space
which manifests in our practical life. A space has its own boundaries and is controllable;
it is what the field of anthropology conceptually defines as a spatial domain, i.e. the
habitable space where the body systematically functions. Protesting infers an act of
the body. The human body, however, is not individualistic: for it overflows constantly
beyond its limits. It is emanation by itself, standing by itself and embodied into space.
Therefore, it is the source of authority per excellence, liable to be oppressed, harassed,
hated, tortured and even killed. As a result, the Arab regimes resorted to an emergency
law in order to control the Arab citizen restricting his presence and movement while
allowing the police to have the freedom to violate the sacredness of his without any
accountability. By using the concept of Biopolitics or bio power in the study, we will try
to understand the situation that preceded the Syrian revolution and what became of it;
how people were owning, managing or anything to their pure biological existence (the
so—called «bare lifey), individually and collectively, taking the burning of Bou Azizi's
body and Kalid Said’d «dead without assassiny as founder acts.

Keywords: Revolution; body; biopolitics; vessel of the revolution; Tunisia; Egypt;
Syria.
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