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Abstract

Establishing Slogans in the Syrian Revolution

Omar Kouch

This paper starts from considering language as an essential form of communication
between people and as a framework for cultural, political and social concepts which
possess special symbolism. The establishing slogans are being studied from the starting
point as a phenomenon in the time of the revolution. This phenomenon draws from the
lives of the people and their memory. The Syrian Revolution is distinguished with the
language of its slogans which changed according to its stages, the revolution which
started as a peaceful protest, then possessed political, media and military compounds
and frameworks. The peaceful demonstrations were characterized with the spontaneous
and thoughtful slogans at the same time. It turned into celebrating scenes which
combined between public heritage (songs and carnivals) and new artful inventions;
a phenomenon which was the first of its kind in the modern revolutions. The different
stages of the Syrian revolution were characterized with the multiplicity and changeability
in slogans rose. In the beginning, they were concentrating on freedom and dignity. And
then with the horizontal spread of the revolution, the increase in the number of martyrs
and the flowing of blood in the streets, the slogans changed and started to demand
toppling of the Assad regime and holding those in charge responsible. In this paper
we try to read the language of the slogans, the names of the Fridays, to explain their
denotations and components, to search their deep roots in the popular heritage and
study the inventions created by the youth and people of the revolution.

Keywords: Syrian revolution; slogan; popular heritage; language; names of
Fridays; Youth; Syria.
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